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CO N TRACTS OF $2,128,000 TO M A IN E FIRMS
Paris Mfg. Lands
$269,598 Contract
Thru DED Service

Klir Beck, Mount Vernon artist and exhibit designer of the DED staff, projects this
watereolor sketch of the new State Museum to be established in the south wing of Maine’s
capitol building. The lighted alcoves will feature Maine wildlife scenes for which Beck is
world famous, while display cases and historical items will be arranged on the main floor.
Beck will be painting backdrops in the museum during the coming Summer and will be
setting up two of the alcove exhibits. A fish pool is expected to be in place for 1959.

New Iron-Manganese Deposit In
Maine of Commercial Interest
A hitherto unreported deposit of iron-manganese ore has been revealed by a geologic and
aeromagnetic reconnaissance survey made by the Geological Survey of the Maine Depart
ment of Economic Development.
In announcing the discovery DED Commissioner Fred A. Clough, Jr., said that while
the full outlines of the occurrence are not yet known, it is of sufficient interest to warrant
further exploration by commercial mining firms. The initial discovery, centered in south
eastern Penobscot County, has been fol
lowed about eight miles. Over that length
DO YOU KNOW THAT . . . ?
the formation appeared to be about a
In
North Monmouth there is a thriv
quarter-mile wide.
ing enterprise known as the Albany Felt
Company, and it makes all the baseball
The iron-manganese occurrence was dis
uniform cloth for the American and
covered, Commissioner Clough said, during
National League Ball clubs except one?
aerial reconnaissance mapping in and around
It also makes the felt covers for ten
Greenfield. State Geologist John R. Rand
nis balls, an assortment of industrial
reported that the quality, full value and
felts, industrial fabrics, woolen of all
extent of the discovery cannot be deter
types, commercial spinning and special
mined until further explorations are made,
yarns.
(Continued on Page 4)

Over $2,128,000 in government contracts
have been awarded Maine firms in the past
six months, according to reports received
by the Department of Economic Develop
ment. Of this amount, at least $600,000 is
credited by Maine Manufacturers to the de
partment’s Government contract bid infor
mation service.
The service was begun Sept. 4, 1957
and up to March 15 of 1958 the above
totals in contracts were received. They are
exclusive of shipbuilding, defense and de
fense base contracts awarded in Maine.
The service is handled by the Industrial
Division of DED and consists of mailing
bid information daily to Maine manufactur
ing firms in the various product categories
involved. The department itself does not
award contracts, nor is it directly involved
in any procurement matters.
Fields of industry which have secured
government contracts over the past six
months are shoes, processed foods, skis,
paper and textile products.
One of the outstanding contracts awarded
went to Paris Manufacturing Company,
South Paris. Albert B. Soule, Sales Man
ager, has reported that his firm landed a
$269,598 contract for 15,690 hickory skis.
He says that he received the DED’s bid in
formation just four days prior to the closing
date. This did not allow sufficient time for
him to figure, so he telephoned the Quarter
master Depot, U. S. Army, Philadelphia,
which was the procurement office involved,
asked for and obtained an extension of
time. And, as it turned out, Paris Manu
facturing submitted the successful bid,
which, had they not received the informa
tion, would not have gained this large
volume order.
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Best Foot Forward
One of this department’s operations is answering inquiries about
Maine and sending out various pieces of literature, maps, book
lets, etc. Interest in Maine seems to be very much on the up
swing since requests
for such material have
reached an all - time
high.
Between the
dates of January 1
and April 4, 9,578 re
quests have come in
and were answered
with 41,038 pieces of
literature and Maine
road maps. We have
mailed out as many
as 4,602 pieces of ma
terial in one week, an
average of over 920
per working day.
Road maps and the
booklet “Facts About
Maine” h a v e been
most frequently sent.
We have, between the
dates m e n t i o n e d ,
mailed out 8,208 maps
and 7,674 “M a i n e
Facts.” On top of
Fred A. Clough, Jr., Commissioner
this, inquiries coming
in from the VacationTravel advertising are equalling last year’s record high for the
same period.
All of this points up the fact that we apparently can expect more
people than ever visiting Maine this year. It therefore behooves
all of us to put our best foot forward in the matter of making
Maine more attractive than ever before. Although community
officials will probably take the initiative in the Maine Municipal
Association’s Clean-Up campaign during May, citizens and civic
groups should give them wholehearted support.
Dilapidated road side signs, debris, bushes along our highways
and bi-ways, litter from the "litter bugs,” and all unsightly objects
which detract from Maine’s beauty and give our visitors an un
favorable opinion should be removed. This year, let’s all try to
make Maine sparkle with attractiveness and hospitality. Such an
atmosphere will attract more people, will keep them here longer,
will bring them back oftener. The tourist economic contribution
to the State is tremendous. Let’s make the most of it by putting
our best foot forward by joining wholeheartedly in the May
Clean-Up Month activities.

Millionth Visitor Plans
Plans to entertan Maine’s Millionth Visitor this summer are
well under way. Last year’s highlight of a week filled with diver
sion for the Visitor and his wife was the week-end in Andover.
This year the beautiful little coastal town of Yarmouth will ex
tend real Maine hospitality.

Talking Christmas Already
A Maine Christmas Tree, perfectly shaped and 65 to 70 feet
tall will be featured in Rockefeller Center, New York City, come
next year. If necessary, a summer-long search will go on to find
the perfect tree. The Maine Forest Service and Maine Christmas
Tree Association will combine efforts to locate the tree. Inspec
tion by Center officials and pictures of the tree will be made in
the fall. Then, at the right time, careful cutting, packing and
shipping will occur and it will be set up in world-famous Rocke
feller Plaza to mark the Yuletide season.
OPENING DAY — Maine’s open water fishing season is now
well under way but Dale Elliot, above, of Newport, R. I., was one
of the early starters on opening day April 1, when he landed two
nice speckled trout at Sebago. Maine’s famous fishing season
opened with a fanfare of publicity. DED staff members worked
with Phil Coolidge, TV (national) cameraman, George Woodruff,
magazine writer, and covered for Movietone News, Boston Globe,
Herald, Associated Press, and United Press with photos and news
wires.

Special Editions
Used To Promote
State of Maine

Kenneth Knott (left) of Gardiner, is honored by the Sales Executive Club of New York
for his sales record which was third in the Nation and first in the New England-New York
territory of Eutectic Welding Alloys Company. Presenting the “Distinguished Sales
Achievement” plaque are John Duffy, (center) Eutectic Regional Sales Manager and Rus
sell W. Foss, DED Industrial Division Director, on behalf of the Sales Executive Club.
Knott remarked that winning this award proves there are opportunities in Maine.

Ten Maine Counties
Show Healthy Growth
Ten out of Maine’s sixteen counties have
shown population increases since the 1950
Census, according to estimates published by
the Maine Department of Economic De
velopment, as of July 1, 1955.
These counties and their percentage of
population growth since the 1950 census are
as follows:
Cumberland, 4.4%; Lincoln, 3.9%; Saga
dahoc, 3.8%; Penobscot, 3.5%; Aroostook,
3.1%; Waldo, 2.4%; Kennebec, 2.0%;
Knox, 1.0%; York, 1.0%; Somerset, 0.3%.
The average increase is 2.54% compared
with 1.4% for the State as a whole.

Maine In New York
Maine was well represented at the twentyfirst annual dinner of the Rod and Gun Edi
tors Association in New York recently. On
the dais were Commissioner of Economic
Development Fred A. Clough, Jr., Commis
sioner of Sea and Shore Fisheries Ronald
W. Green, and Assistant Director of DED’s
Recreational Promotion Division Robert
Elliot. Also in the Maine delegation was
Bernard Johnstone, Executive Director,
Maine Publicity Bureau.
On the menu were lobster thermidor a la
Maine and stuffed baked Maine potato.

Gardiner Man Wins
Award For Volume
Sales In Maine
Kenneth Knott of Gardiner has been
awarded the New York Sales Executive
Club “Distinguished Sales Achievement
Award” for his top place position in the
entire New England-New York district of
The Eutectic Welding Alloys Company of
which he is the Maine representative. In
competition with 22 others in all of New
England and New York state, Knott’s vol
ume for 1957 topped the field.
Knott said on the occasion of receiving
the award that it points up the fact that
there are opportunities in Maine, and that
Maine is growing and prospering.
This metal welding materials salesman,
who is a “transplanted Connecticut Yankee,”
is a staunch Maine booster and supporter.
He has made Maine his home since 1944.
This is the first time this award has been
won by any New England State since the
annual competition was started. Nation
wide, Maine finished third in sales volume.

Four New Businesses
During the months of January and Febru
ary of this year, four new businesses have
been established in Lewiston, Sullivan,
Wells and Bucksport.
During the same period, expansions of
existing facilities have been reported from
Brownville, Lewiston, South Paris and
Wilton.

Because of the excellent general character
of Maine newspaper special industrial and
financial editions this year, and the out
standing reporting and coverage given to
Maine industries and businesses, the De
partment of Economic Development used
large numbers of copies of the editions pub
lished by the Portland Press Herald, Waterville Sentinel, Bangor Daily News, Ken
nebec Journal and Lewiston Journal as a
special promotion.
The Department’s Industrial Division
made up a "Blue Chip” list of 500 prospec
tive industries, industrial realtors, site se
lection engineering firms and similar con
tacts. To this list they mailed copies of
these special industrial editions.
The copies of the newspapers were sub
mitted as evidence of the fact that despite an
admitted slow down in the Nation’s indus
try, practically all sections of Maine are
busily engaged in a great diversity of indus
trial activity. A letter of transmittal to
some 500 “Blue Chip” contacts further
pointed out that Maine’s daily special edi
tions show what is being done and what can
be done industrially in Maine.

AIM Task Force Roster
The recently formed “Suitcase Brigade”
consisting of some 20 members of the As
sociated Industries of Maine includes repre
sentatives from all sections of the state and
a diversity of industries. It was formed to
lend to the state the added influence and
contacts of Maine’s leading industrialists in
the further development of the State’s econ
omy through attracting new industries and
expanding existing industries.
The AIM Task Force currently includes
the following:
T. G. Mangan, International Paper Com
pany, Chisholm, (pulp and paper); Ellerton
M. Jette, C. F. Hathaway Co., Waterville,
(clothing); Curtis M. Hutchins, Bangor &
Aroostook Railroad, Bangor, and Spcnccr
Miller, Maine Central Railroad Co., Port
land, (railroads); William F. Wyman, Cen
tral Maine Power Co., Augusta, and Edward
M. Graham, Bangor Hydro-Electric Co.,
Bangor, (public utilities); J. Arnold Kiely,
Saco-Lowell Shops, Biddeford, Kenneth C.
Tipper, Cascade Woolen Mill, Oakland,
(textiles); L. J. Sheaffer, R. P. Hazzard Co.,
Augusta, (shoes).
Also, Rodney E. Ross, Hyde Windlass
Co., Bath, (metals and machinery); W. G.
Hepburn, Diamond Match Co., Oakland,
and Joseph Wilner, Wilner Wood Products
Co., Norway, (wood products); R. A.
Geiger, Geiger Brothers, Lewiston, (print
ing); John L. Baxter, H. C. Baxter & Bro.,
Brunswick, (canning); Halsey Smith, Casco
Bank & Trust Co., Portland, and Russell B.
Spear, Depositors Trust Co., Augusta,
(banks); D. E. Connelly, Hartland Tanning
Co., Inc., Hartland, (tanning); J. M. Pome
roy, Dragon Cement Co., Inc., Thomaston,
(cement); J. C. McCall, Aroostook Potato
Growers, Inc., Washburn, (starch).

Federal Reserve Says
Maine Flas Gained
In Shoe Position
Men of the U. S. military forces are
well equipped for travel. Over half of
them are wearing New England-made
shoes.
Authority for the announcement that
56 per cent of all Defense Department
contracts for footwear came to this re
gion in 1957 is the New England Shoe
and Leather Assn., which adds that
government contracts for boots and shoes
increased almost 12 per cent last year.
The Navy most favored New Englandmade shoes, buying 87 per cent of them
in the region. Army and Air Force or
ders placed in New England factories
were 42 per cent of their total needs.
The Marines bought 27 per cent of their
supplies in this area.
The Federal Reserve Bank of Boston
announces that New England’s shoe in
dustry has expanded its output in the
past 10 years by eight per cent. “Firms,”
it says, “are moving from the old es
tablished shoe centers into Maine and
New Hampshire. Only Maine and Penn
sylvania have substantially improved
their relative positions in the postwar
period.”

16 In BPW Contest
As we go to press officials of 16 Maine
communities have entered the BPW Com
munity Achievement Contest to vie for
honors as “leading communities.” In addi
tion, one regional group, the Knox County
Industrial and Development Association has
joined this year-long, state-wide “Com
munity Achievement program.”
Communities officially entered in the
competition to date are: Augusta, Bangor,
Brewer, Brunswick, Caribou, Fryeburg,
Limestone, Newport, Norway-Paris, Port
land, Rockland, Rumford-Mexico, Skowhegan, Waterville, Wayne and Westbrook.

New Manganese Deposit:
(Continued from Page 1)
including diamond drilling. The formation
has recently received preliminary commer
cial investigation, he said, although snow
conditions have not allowed detailed study.
The state’s survey was conducted between
October and lanuary. Its purpose was to
stimulate commercial exploration of the area
for mineral deposits and to serve as a guide
for more detailed geologic mapping. A mil
lion acres were mapped during the period.
The boundaries of the area studied were
selected by the state geologist on the basis
of favorable rock types and known mineral
occurrences, and to provide information on
an area not previously well known from
earlier geologic or magnetic mapping.
The newly found iron-manganese forma
tion is visible in an exposure in the road
that passes over Cemetery Hill in Green
field. The rock appears to be similar to
the Aroostook County manganese ores in
both general appearance and in the relative
values of iron and manganese that have
been assayed. The DED said that the most
promising direction for further exploration
would appear to be easterly, since the mag
netic values appeared to be generally in
creasing in that direction.

Eastern Ski Association Picks
Maine For Annual Convention
Hundreds of skiers, representing clubs
throughout the east, converged on the City
of Portland, April 19 and 20, for the 37th
Annual Convention of the U. S. Eastern
Amateur Ski Association, marking the first
time the organization has held its conven
tion in the Pine Tree State.
During their stay, many delegates who
A summary of new businesses and expan arrived early for the convention, took ad
sions in Maine during the 1957 calendar vantage of excellent springtime skiing at
year, reported to the DED, lists 22 new Sugarloaf and Pleasant Mountains, located
in Kingfield and Bridgton respectively.
operations and 16 expansions.
with this, they were treated to a real
The new enterprises have a projected em Along
Downeast Clambake and entertainment on
ployment of 1,507, while the expansion proj Friday
and Saturday evenings, April 18 and
ects will employ 2,871 according, to the 19, at the
Eastland Hotel, convention head
reports. Approximately 511,400 square feet quarters.
of building space is involved in the new
The USEASA is an organization composed
operations while expansions occupy approxi
of ski clubs and serves as a sort of regulatory
mately 330,600 square feet.
body for organized skiing in this section of
Also reported are seven closings involving the
country. It certifies competitive events,
the loss of 2,277 jobs. However, 4,378 oversees
standards for ski instructors, acts
projected jobs were created through the to encourage
and recreational skiing
new and expanded enterprises, which would and performs family
many other activities in pro
offset the loss.
moting skiing.
The Penguin Ski Club, of Portland spon
sored the convention in association with the
Maine Ski Council and Downeast Ski Club.
Expect 15,000 From
The Department of Economic Development
assisted the groups, provided various pro
U. S. And Abroad
motional articles and helped on publicity.

1957 Summary Shows
Gain Thru 38 New
And Expanded Firms

At Broiler Festival
Various poultry interests in the State are
again setting their sights on mid-Iuly and
the Annual Maine Broiler Festival at Bel
fast, which, this year, celebrates its 10th
Anniversary, luly 11 and 12.
Each year around 15,000 persons come
from every State of the Union and from
many foreign countries to enjoy Maine
grown chicken cooked to perfection over
hundreds of feet of outdoor barbecue pits
in scenic Belfast City Park overlooking
famed Penobscot Bay.
Top features of the two-day event in
clude an educational program of interest
to poultrymen, on Friday, with a seafoods
banquet and evening dance and entertain
ment at the Belfast Armory, and on Satur
day, the World’s Largest Outdoor Chicken
Barbecue. Poultry Queen Coronation, 4-H
Broiler Raising Contest, plus a dozen dif
ferent poultry displays and demonstrations,
and an array of professional entertainment.
Each year the Public Relations Division,
DED, works with the Broiler Festival Gen
eral Committee, from January through luly,
handling publicity and promotion for the
annual event.

Speakers Bureau
With evident growth in usefulness as an
informational arm of the Department, the
DED Speakers Bureau has, in the first 14
weeks of its operation, supplied programs
for 59 meetings in all areas of the state. On
some of these occasions the speakers have
supplemented their talks with sound motion
pictures.
The 16 speaking engagements filled during
March are fairly typical of the three-month
operation. Economic information was sup
plied to religious groups, service clubs, fra
ternal organizations, fuel dealers, industry
associations, chambers of commerce, garden
clubs, industrial development organizations,
and others.

Building Authority
Announces Mortgage
Insurance Rate of 1%
The Maine Industrial Building Authority,
in its first major announcement of operating
policy, has declared that its rate for insur
ing industrial mortgage loans will be 1 per
cent.
The statute creating the MIBA, enacted
in the last special session of the Legislature,
authorizes the Authority to set its interest
charge at a figure between 'A per cent and
two per cent. MIBA Manager Lloyd K.
Allen announced that the new agency form
ally voted to place its service charge at 1
per cent after a series of meetings on the
subject.
The nine-man board administers the only
industrial loan law of its type in the United
States. Under that law, the Authority is
empowered to insure mortgage loans grant
ed to local and area non-profit industrial
development corporations. Such insurance
can cover up to 90 per cent of the cost of
new industrial building projects and is equal
ly applicable to the construction of new
production space for existing industrial
plants.
The new state body, after weekly meet
ings for the past three months, is now pre
pared to receive applications for insurance
on industrial construction loans.

Vacation Ads In Full Swing
Recreational Division Director Everett F.
Greaton reports that 1958 recreational ad
vertising is in "full swing.” Inquiries are
about the same as were received up to this
date last year which was an all-time high.

